Skills for Reading

Top tips for bedtime books (reading for pleasure)

Bedtime books—these books are for you
to share together. Some skills to help
develop your child’s reading could include:

Choose a book together, that YOU will read to the child.



Encourage your child to join in
with any repetition.



Help your child spot any tricky
words that they know.



Ask questions about who, what,
where, why, how.



Encourage your child to retell the
story to you, using the pictures
and what parts of the story they

Talk about the pictures and what is happening in the story.
Read with expression e.g. putting on character voices.
Make it a relaxed and happy time—the aim of this type of
reading is to show children that reading is fun.
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Phonics based books— these books will match
what sounds your child already knows and are
intended to build fluency. Some skills to help develop your child’s phonics reading could include:
Allow your child time to spot the sounds
throughout the book before reading the
story.



Encourage them to read any tricky words
without sounding out.



Once your child has read the book once,
keep reading it and encourage them to
remember the words, rather than having to
sound them out again.

Bedtime Books will be sent home
with your child each week. These will
be available for you to change whenever you like. Please be sure to return your bedtime book before
swapping it for another.

Phonics Based Reading
in Key Stage 1
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Bedtime Book

Top tips for reading a phonics book
1.
2.
3.

Encourage child to use pure sounds e.g. ‘b’ not ‘buh’
Re– read the book many times to improve fluency.
Encourage children to say ‘tricky words’ such as ’the’
without sounding out.

4.

If children are stuck, they need to break down the word
using the sounds e.g. c-a-t and then blending them back
together “c-a-t, blend the sounds together, cat”.

5.

Ask children simple questions about the book, to check

Phonics Based Reading
A weekly phonics book will be
sent home for your child, by teachers. This is for children to read
themselves, at their level, with an
adult.
The book will be chosen according
to what sounds they are already
confident in to help build fluency.

Please note that your child will not
be sent a new Phonics book home
until the previous one has been

A useful link to how to say the ‘pure sounds’: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=BqhXUW_v-1s

